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The Washington City Council met in a special session on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 

5:30pm as a virtual meeting. Present: Donald Sadler, Mayor Pro tem; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; 

Virginia Finnerty, Councilmember; Betsy Kane, Councilmember and William Pitt, Councilmember. 

Also present:  Jonathan Russell, City Manager, Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, 

City Clerk.     

 

*The meeting was held as a virtual meeting all Council members and staff accessed the meeting 

remotely.  

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler called the meeting to order.  Councilmember Pitt led the Pledge of 

Allegiance and delivered the invocation.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING TO EXPLAIN CDBG FUNDING CATEGORIES  

City of Washington Project Sunrise 

CDBG Public Hearing Agenda Abstract 

Meeting August 26, 2020 5:30 PM 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86094801936 

Phone: +1 646 558 8656 then 86094801936# 

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler opened the public hearing. 

 

Martyn Johnson presented the following information to Council. 

Agenda Title:  First Public Hearing for Project Sunrise “Overview of Community Development Block 

Grant Programs”. 

 

Presenters:  Kevin Richards, Mid-East Commission & Martyn Johnson, BC ED Director 

 

Summary of Information:   

This is the first of two public hearings that are required to apply for Community Development Block 

Grant or CDBG funds. It just explains the different types of CDBG programs.  The second public 

hearing will be project specific. 

 

There are a number of different types of funds available through the NC Community Development 

Block Grant program: 

 

1. The Community Development Block Grant for Economic Development is administered by 

the NC Department of Commerce- Rural Economic Development Division and provides 

grants to local governments that partner with a pro-profit business to bring public 

infrastructure improvements and building renovation services.  

 

2. Community Development Block Grant- Neighborhood Revitalization provides funding for 

rehabilitation, acquisition, clearance, relocation, substantial rehabilitation, replacement 

housing and emergency repairs for low to moderate residents.  

 

3. Community Development Block Grant- Demolition grants are designed to demolish vacant 

dilapidated industrial buildings and properties under the elimination of slum and blight 

objective to help create new jobs and private sector investment. 

 

4. CDBG- Downtown Redevelopment Fund is designed for infrastructure upgrades of 

downtown buildings in order to meet current code requirements. The upgrades should be for 

vacant or underutilized downtown commercial buildings. An underutilized building is 

defined as a property that is less than fully utilized or used below its potential. This fund is 

designed to return vacant or underutilized commercial buildings to economic use for new 

and/or expanded business. The goal of the fund is the prevention or elimination of urban 

blight.  Community Development Block Grant-Infrastructure grants for public water and 

wastewater infrastructure. CDBG Infrastructure funds are administered by the NC 

Department of Environmental Quality.  The NC Department of Water Infrastructure provides 

funding for projects that improve water quality.  The CDBG- Infrastructure grants are also 

intended to improve the life of low to moderate income people. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86094801936
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5. Community Development Block Grant- Disaster Recovery grants are administered by the 

North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency and are used to help cities, counties and 

states recover from Presidentially declared disasters, especially in low to moderate income 

areas. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler asked for comments from the public at this time. There being no comments 

from the public, Mayor Pro tem Sadler closed the public hearing.  
 

*Following the 24-hr. required period after the public hearing, no written comments were received.  

 

Recess  

 

POLICE STATION DESIGN/PLANS 

Josh Bennett, Moseley Architects reviewed the following presentation with Council.  
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The City Manager asked Council if they prefer a one-story or two-story building.   

Councilmember Brooks asked about housing the License Plate Agency at the new facility.  Josh 

Bennett, Moseley Architects noted it would cost around $200,000 to add the LPA to the one-story 

structure.  Councilman Brooks recommended a one-story building with the additional space to house the 

LPA. Councilmember Kane inquired about the location of utilities, HVAC, generator, etc. suggesting 

they need to be located in an area to be less intrusive to the surrounding neighbors (noise/odor). 

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler likes both options, but sees the resemblance of the Beaufort County 

Courthouse in Option A and he likes that.  Mr. Russell noted that an estimate on revenue after all 

expenses for the LPA would result in $80,000-$120,000 annually in profit.    

 

Councilmember Pitt inquired if there was a sally port for officers and Mr. Moseley noted, no but 

there is a secure parking area where these transfers can occur.  

 

Councilmember Kane asked for and received clarification regarding the handicap accessible 

areas.  

 

By consensus, Council selected option A (one-story building). 

 

SUCCESSION PLANNING – CITY COUNCIL 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler asked the City Attorney to review the options/steps for filling the vacant 

Mayoral seat, etc.   Franz Holscher, City Attorney reviewed the various options with Council.  
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 Councilmember Finnerty noted she felt someone that was voted into Council should fill the 

Mayor’s seat and the person who obtained the same number of votes, but their name didn’t get drawn 

out of the hat should fill the vacant Council member seat.    

 

 Councilmember Kane made a motion to appoint Donald Sadler to fill the Mayor’s seat vacated 

by the untimely passing of Mac Hodges; appoint Richard Brooks as Mayor Pro tem and appoint Roland 

Wyman to the vacant Council seat.  Donald Sadler had the highest vote total and has capably served as 

Mayor Pro tem.  Richard Brooks has over 17 years in public service (Council, Fire Dept. Church).  

Roland Wyman served a previous term on Council and is ready to serve again and he tied for receiving 

the highest votes to fill the last Council seat in the most recent election.   Councilmember Finnerty 

seconded the motion.  

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler expressed the positions should be filled with individual 

nominations/motions. Mr. Holscher explained we currently only have a vacancy in the Mayor’s seat.  If 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler is appointed to fill the Mayor’s seat and takes the oath of office, then the Mayor’s 

position is filled, but until the oath is taken Donald Sadler will still maintain the Mayor Pro tem office.  

 

 Mr. Holscher continued stating the motion made by Councilmember Kane and seconded by 

Councilmember Finnerty is not a valid motion.  Councilmember Finnerty withdrew her second to the 

motion, then Councilmember Kane withdrew her motion. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler discussed the untimely loss of Mac Hodges.  

 

Councilmember Kane nominated Donald Sadler as Mayor; Councilmember Finnerty seconded 

the nomination.  There being no other nominations, the nominations were closed.  Vote by roll call for 

Donald Sadler as Mayor:  YES:  Pitt, Kane, Finnerty, Brooks, and Sadler. 5-0 unanimous vote. 

 

Donald Sadler stated it was an honor to accept this appointment but painful to serve under these 

circumstances. Cynthia Bennett, City Clerk administered the oath of office to Mayor Donald Sadler.  

 

Mayor Sadler opened nominations for the vacant Mayor Pro tem position.  Councilmember 

Finnerty nominated Richard Brooks as Mayor Pro tem with Councilmember Kane seconding the 

nomination. There being no other nominations, the nominations were closed and a roll call vote was 

taken for Richard Brooks as Mayor Pro tem.  Voting YES:  Brooks, Kane, and Finnerty.  Voting NO: 

Pitt.  With a vote of 3-1, Richard Brooks was appointed to fill the Mayor Pro tem position.  

 

Vacant Council Seat – Councilmember Finnerty nominated Roland Wyman to fill the vacant 

Council seat with Councilmember Kane seconding the nomination.  Councilmember Pitt nominated 

Mike Renn to fill the vacant Council seat with Mayor Pro tem Brooks seconding the nomination.  

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Finnerty and seconded by Councilmember Kane to close 

the nominations. 

 

A roll call vote was taken.  Voting for Mike Renn:  Brooks/Pitt; Voting for Roland Wyman:  

Finnerty/Kane.  With a two-two vote, Mayor Sadler voted for Mike Renn to fill the vacant Council seat.  

With a vote of 3-2 Mike Renn was appointed to fill the vacant Council seat.  A brief recess was held to 

discuss the nomination with Mike Renn to determine if he would accept the position.  After a phone call 

conversation, Mike Renn accepted the nomination to fill the vacant Council seat and he will contact the 

City Clerk to take the oath of office.  

 

ADJOURN  
By motion of Councilmember Kane, seconded by Councilmember Finnerty, Council adjourned 

the meeting at 7:10pm until Friday, August 28, 2020 at 10:00am for a special meeting.  

 

           

          ________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  


